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Where Armour Boulevard meets Campbell Street in midtown Kansas City, Mo., sits a structure 
fashioned as a classic Greek revival edifice; it has served as home to the church family of 
Central Presbyterian since the early 1920s. Tracing its descent from downtown Kansas City’s 
First Presbyterian Church, Central Church’s parent congregation was already 65 years old when 
several members chose to form a new worship group at the Campbell Street location. The 
building stands just blocks from Hyde Park, the slender green space that lends its name to the 
central east midtown neighborhood. Today, about a third of Central Presbyterian’s members 
live within walking distance to the church. 
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Since the Central Presbyterian congregation traces its local roots to the year 1857, the church had 
an antebelleum genesis. In the 1861-1865 American Civil War, the issue of slavery was one of 
great debate and division in border states like Missouri. At the time of this conflict, First 
Presbyterian’s membership was mixed in its support for or opposition to abolition. Its pastor 
prayed for both Jefferson Davis and Abraham Lincoln, hoping for a gracious peace sooner than 
later. 
 
This ideological and spiritual division was also present in the larger denomination—a common 
dilemma in churches whose hegemony sat astride the Mason-Dixon. This historical rift was 
formally healed when the Presbyterian Church in the United States, the southern and border state 
convention, merged with the more ubiquitous United Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
America to form the Presbyterian Church (USA). Headquartered in Louisville, Ky., the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) today has approximately 2.3 million members. 
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With a view to emulating Christ’s radiance to all mankind, More Light Presbyterians (MLP) was 
formed to work for the full participation of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people in the 
Presbyterian Church (USA). Made of individual members and congregations within the 
denomination, MLP works to increase awareness of LGBT issues through publishing, programming, 
training and advocacy. More Light’s goal is the full participation of LGBT Christians “in the life and 
ministry of the Presbyterian Church.” Central Presbyterian is a More Light Presbyterian Church. 
 

As Christians, we welcome into God’s house all people regardless of race, 
gender, age, sexual orientation, family status, nationality, faith background, 

education, abilities† or income. 

–excerpt from Central Presbyterian Church vision statement 
 
The Rev. Heidi A. Peterson joined Central Presbyterian in 2000. She describes Central as a diverse, 
welcoming, midtown congregation characterized by progressive theology, neighborhood outreach, 
scripture-based worship and a concern for social justice. “We are a small congregation that is not 
built on programs so much as worship, fellowship and outreach,” says Peterson. 
 
As part of its spirit of altruism, Central Presbyterian Church defines itself as a servant church—
serving God and neighbor.  This service is manifested in Central’s engagement with the 
community. For nearly four decades, Central Church has operated a food pantry that currently 
serves around 120 households each month. The church as servant also includes clothing 
distribution through a clothes closet. Both programs increase output during the winter holidays. 
Mentoring programs are fomented through Operation Breakthrough. 
 
The church building is also a tool used to serve, providing rehearsal and recital space for the 
Traditional Music Society, a conservatory for indigenous music and dance from Africa and the 
Caribbean. The Hyde Park Neighborhood Association meets at Central monthly.  
 
Harmony Chorus and the Kansas City Women’s Chorus have performed at Central in recent years, 
and the church has hosted community Ash Wednesday and Thanksgiving Eve worship 
services.Members at Central Presbyterian make their own music by participating in vocal and bell 
choirs. 
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Just east of the church building is Central Presbyterian Church’s peace garden, a generally tranquil 
field. During the summer, the peace garden is the site of Central’s free summer monthly concert 
series; the garden provides a mingling space, as well. The July 15 concert features the group 
Gospel Grass, a local four piece ensemble (bass, fiddle, guitar/mandolin & banjo). Gospel Grass 
plays a mix of bluegrass and old time gospel. Popcorn and cold lemonade are provided at the 
concerts. The start time is 6 p.m., and the format is casual, at the church with heart in the heart of 
Kansas City. 

 
Central Presbyterian Church 

Pastor: Rev. Heidi A. Peterson 

Sunday Morning Adult Education | 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Worship & Youth Education | 10:30 a.m. 

3501 Campbell St. | Kansas City, Mo. 64109-2332 
816-931-2515 | centralpreskc.org 

 
†Central Presbyterian has a newly installed elevator to improve accesss within its building. 
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